Despite a fast-moving storm that delivered enough snow to close down major airports and foul roads from the Carolina's to Canada, ABSA successfully met for the Winter Council Meeting on February 7-9, 2003 at the site of our 2006 Annual Conference in Boston. What became evident as the meeting progressed was the significant overall increase in this years committee activities to achieve a multitude of long-range goals and rapid turnaround initiatives. It is my great pleasure to share a sample of these successes and some of ABSA's new initiatives with the membership.
First and foremost, many of you have commented on ABSA's new and revitalized web site. The design is sleek, easy to maneuver, and provides access to significantly more technical and support information, and background on the organization. The Members Only section and a Technical Resource Directory are currently in transition to provide the membership with more information on individuals' areas of technical interest and provide other Membership benefits. Council extends its thanks to all of the members of the Communications Committee over the past two years who have worked on this project, and Andy Garcia-Rivera for developing the architecture for the Technical Resource Directory. Special thanks go to LouAnn Burnett and Melina Kinsey for their outstanding and continued efforts, and leadership as chairpersons.
ABSA was involved in co-sponsoring two timely and innovative conferences committed to diverse and essential aspects of biosafety and biosecurity: • "The Future Face of Institutional Biosafety Committees: Evolving Roles, Responsibilities, and Upcoming Challenges and Opportunities" on February [20] [21] [22] 2003 in San Diego, California.
• "Biosecurity: Challenges and Applied Solutions for Our Future Needs" on April 22-25, 2003 in Alexandria, Virginia. Agenda information, including an option for quick and simple online registration, is now available on the ABSA web site.
Other conferences are described on the web site (also see the Calendar of Events on pages 40A1) include Tradeline's "International Conference on Biocontainment Facilities," on May 5-6, 2003 at Hilton Head, South Carolina (held in cooperation with ABSA), and EBSA's "Architecture of Biosafety Conference," on May [15] [16] 2003 in Lyon, France.
The Training and Education Committee (T&E) has maintained its high level of energy and activity. A number of people were not able to attend the first offering of the "Biosafety Level-l Course" in October. This course is undergoing revision and will be the focus of this year's Spring-Summer Seminar Series. In addition to the practical and directly applied "hands-on and how to" information taught by those with actual day-to-day experience in BSLA, T&E is taking membership recommendations to expand this to a two-day course that will also cover aspects of design and operation at the user level. This will be the "one-stop shopping course" for biosafety professional's interested and involved in biosafety needs, daily work, maintenance, and operation of BSLA facilities. The course will be taught in early Junelook for the announcement on the web site.
As the profession of biosafety continues to grow, and more institutes develop biosafety and biosecurity programs to meet the new Select Agent Rule, we face the challenge of providing additional high quality training to our newest members and colleagues in the biosafety community. It is with great pleasure ABSA announces the inaugural offering of our 40-hour course, Principles & Practices of Biosafety, which will be held on June [15] [16] [17] [18] [19] 2003 at Berlex Biosciences in Richmond, California (San Francisco Bay area). This course is designed for individuals just entering the profession of biosafety, those with up to three years experience in the field, and for individuals without direct or extensive biosafety experience whose duties may include supervising biosafety professionals and managing a safety program. A full program with registration information is available on the ABSA web site (also see the Calendar of Events on pages 40-41). In the meantime, please send any questions to training@absa.org. Council expressly thanks the members of the T&E Fundamentals of Biosafety Subcommittee for their outstanding work and efforts in developing this program, and LouAnn (Subcommittee Chair) and Anne-Marie Bakker (T&E Chair) for their leadership contributions.
As many of us have been working late to develop and implement programs to meet the new biosecurity requirements of the Select Agent Rule (Title 42 CRR 73), the Technical Review Committee was additionally developing ABSA's comments on the interim rule. My thanks to the committee, and to several individuals whose assistance was invaluable in reviewing and refining the document to final form (Robert Hawley, Michelle McKinney, and Mark Grushka) .
Behind the scenes the Marketing and Media Committee, chaired by Sandy Ellis, has been working to provide a new look reflective of ABSA's growth, progress, and constituency. Keep an eye out for the newABSA brochure and display booth. They have also taken a lead role in providing information about ABSA and the "Gross Memorial Student Award" to schools of public health. I encourage and ask each of you to contact Sandy if you know of schools with programs in related safety fields to include industrial hygiene, environmental health, and safety. Our objective is to attract and mentor new student members who are not yet aware of biosafety as a profession. This is just a sample of ABSA's activity. Accomplishing these goals, and maintaining organizational solvency also requires knowledge in business and finance. The Council and I express thanks to Penny Holeman (Chair) and the Finance Committee for working hand-in-hand with each committee chair to impart a better understanding of business and how business is conducted by a professional organization. Their efforts have truly helped develop and mature our ability to better serve our members and the community. Our thanks and appreciation also go to the ABSA National Office, who provide us with sound business counsel and work closely with many of our committees to contribute to ABSA's success, growth, and ability to promote biosafety.
I look forward to hearing from all of our committee chairs, and showcasing more of your committee's successes, initiatives, and efforts in the next President's Page. Thank you all for your involvement and dedication to ABSA and biosafety.
